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CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION (IDENTIFYING PEOPLE) ACT 2002 — REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Police 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [12.05 pm]: I inform the house that, in accordance with 
the Criminal Investigation (Identifying People) Act 2002, a statutory review of the act has been undertaken, the 
report of which is available on the State Law Publisher website. 

The review’s terms of reference were to investigate, firstly, intrastate, interstate and international issues, policy, 
legislation, industry development and best-practice applications relevant to identifying persons; secondly, 
operational issues such as consent; thirdly, scientific and technical matters; fourthly, ethical matters such as the 
use of DNA data in the public and private sectors; fifthly, public safety and security matters such as identifying 
suspects, discovering linked cases, verifying identity, acquitting innocent and convicting guilty parties; sixthly, 
privacy matters such as the storage, retention and destruction of DNA and other identifying evidence; and, lastly, 
reciprocal information sharing arrangements at both national and international levels.  

The reference group met on 16 occasions and consulted extensively, receiving 26 written submissions and 
11 verbal submissions. It also examined 491 legislative, policy and media publications on the matter. The group 
made 31 recommendations and 15 other findings in its report. I have invited my ministerial colleagues to 
respond to the recommendations and other findings made by the review within two months so that I can prepare 
a whole-of-government response to the recommendations and other findings in the report for cabinet. Following 
cabinet’s consideration, I will progress amendments to the Criminal Investigation (Identifying People) Act 2002 
to ensure that Western Australia Police has the best legislative instrument to deal with the complex world of 
forensic identification particulars.  

I congratulate and thank the chair of the reference group, the Honourable Robert Anderson, QC. I also thank 
reference group members—Stephen Brown, APM, Assistant Commissioner (Traffic and Police), Western 
Australia Police; David Taylor, General Manager, PathWest Laboratory Medicine Western Australia, 
Department of Health; Dr Frank Morgan, Director, Crime Research Centre, University of Western Australia; 
Associate Professor Judith Fordham, Law Society of Western Australia; and Tony Becker, Senior Research and 
Legislation Officer—for all their hard work in preparing this review. I also thank all those who submitted 
proposals to assist with the outcome of this review. I hereby table the report.  

[See paper 885.] 
 


